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Is Gex, REYEs weli named ? e doosnt
scetn tobe able to raise even a little trou-

ble,

CoroMpia knows pow how those owners
of Belzinn must feel who didn’t

gcll when the boom was on.
.- -

Tug Demoernts have, with unexpected
wisdom. decided not to burk their shins
agninst the Panama faet, The Philippine
and Hawaii sores are not quite well yet.

e

GEs. REYES is going to invade Panama
with 100000 men.  Now, won't Uncle
Sam send down a watehman with a
pight-stick and a police whistle to make
them keep off the grass?

——

hares

Ix AL the countless revolutions in
Routh Amerien it has never happened
that & new State conld be more than a
week before Uncle Sam recognized
it.

Olll,

WE ARg sending something back from
the Philippines besides sick soldiers. In
the last nine months we imported from
the islands $9.000.000 worth of hemp, su-
gar, ete., an incrense of $2,000,000 for
the corresponding period of the year be-
fore.

CoroMniA sent to Panama that if she
would come back and share that $10,000,-
000 with her all wonld be forgiven, but
Pannma tearfully veplied that while she
loved some of her old associates, she liked
ber new company better.

3Ex. REYES las auother card to play.
e says that unless President Roosevelt
does what he wants him, he will start a
campnign against him in the Demoeratie
Party and in the newspaper, to defeat
him for the Presidency. The ranks of the
Democracy are open to Gen. Ileyes, and
doubtless Bryun will welcome him with
extended arms.

Ix 7HE words of the late Secretary
Rusk, the little Republic of Cuba “seen
her duty and done it,"”" clearly and prompt-
15. When President Marroquin asked her
1o join with Colmmbia in protesting against
the action of the United Stutes, Cuba re-
plied that she would *just do nothing of the
kind,” but would recognize the new Gov-
ernment to the fullest extent. After all,
there's a good deal of man down there in
Cuba.

USEXPECTEDLY to many the vote upon
the proposition to expend £101,000,000
for the Improvement of the Erie Canal
and Hudson River was carried by a large
majority. New York and Buoffalo gave it
& majority of 415,000, which would imply
thint the men who had the scheme most at
heart supplied Tammany and the ring at
Buffalo liberally with funds and therefors
got a solid vote in its favor. All but 10
of the other Counties voted against ii,
making a mojority ountside of Buffalo and
New York of 154,000, which deducted
from those of the two cities left a met
majority of about ZTOMX). This is the
greatest sum ever voted by any State or
Nation to be expended in one ijmprove-
wenut, and is phenomenal in that way. The
proposition is to convert the Erie Canal
iuto a great waterway capable of floating
etrings of 1,000-ton grain barges, and im
proviug the Hudson River so as to per-
mit a ready passage of these from Troy

down to New York, This would make an
imperinl  highway for the grain of the
West, giving a great impetus to lnke navi-
gation. Each 1,000-ton barge would carry
about as much ag an old-fashioned freight
train, and a string of them more than two
or three of the great freight traing of to-

ay. If the State of New York is willing
to spend $101,000,000 on such an enter-
prise, there ought to be wo hesilation or
quibble about the United States spending
envugh to make a canal of the highest
closs across the Isthmus,

CAxaDa professes to be greatly alurmed
since the Alaskan decision lest we boy
Greenland from Denmark, and assert a
vested right to a large portion of the Hud-
son Bay region on acconnt of the long
operations of vur whalers in those waters.
She pretends a fear that we shall cut her
off from the north part of the continent,
and nake Ler but & narrow strip across
the mminland. Therefore she is hastily
fitting out an expedition which will go to
Hudson Bay, reliolst the British flag on
wil the islands where it has not been seen
for very many vears, aud expel the Ameri-
can whalers from Hudson Bay, asserting
that it is a closed sea, and not open to any
but British shipping. She claims all the
laud north of her to the North Pole, and
there is a possibility that the expedition
will make an effort to discover that. She
meintains that Hudson Bay has been a
closed sea, a British possession since 1713,
though the American whalers have been
#0 numerous in there and so little inter-
fered with that they mmy claim a right to
oeenpation or account of the fallure of the
British Government to sssert u title to the
islands avd shores. The wealth of the
whale fishery in that region is very great,
and mostly enjoyed by New Eogland
sailors. The favorite whaling ground is
in the vieinity of Chesterfield Inlet, on the
northwest side of Hudson Bay, where the
American  ships winter and make their
headquarters. These are all to be ordered
awny. BHaj. Moody has been appointed
Governor of the Bay, and has gone with a
foree of police to bulld a fort at Chester-
field Inlet, nud give visible evidence of
Canadian rule. The expedition will not
return for'n year. Of course, this will
wike up New li:ixﬁla.ud and it is not im-

le that it be discovered that our
ermen have rights in

hada can nut be allowed to diseegard

THE PINANOIAL OPERATIONS OF 1863,

We wiid now take np the way in which
the money-lenders exacted thewr pound of
flesh from the bleeding country during the
discoaraging days of 1863, to put in com-
parison with the expenditure of $3,200,-
OUG,000 for peasions,

The year 1563 opensd very gloamily for
the friends of the Union. The gigantic
preparations made for erushing the rebel-
lion and ending the war in 1862, had at
no time given even a moiety of the sue-
cess sanguinely Loped for, The magui-
ficont Army of the Potomae, on which
suell vast sums of money had been lav-
ished, had recoiled when in sight of the
spires of Rtichmond, Lnd been forced back
the defenses of Washington, lad
a deries of bleody bot indecisive

ingo
Fonght
hattles in that neighborbood enlminating
in Antietam, and then gone on the
frichtfui repulse and slaughter on  the
slopes of Marye's Hights at Fredericks-
hurg.
would have tnken the heart out
loss determined people than the
CANS,

The Army of the Tenaessee after its
brillinut at Fort hadd
gone on o the morderous drawn-battle of
Shiloh; then it let the enemy get away
from it at Corinth, and met o dishearten-
ing repmlse in its first campnign against
Vickshurg,

The Armmy of the Cumberland, the s
omil largest army of the Union, had been
raced back to the Ohio River, fought the
inconelnsive battle of Perryville, and in
Diecember followed this vp by a stub-
born, sangninary eontest on the banks of
Stone River, where the sole advantage
egained was the possession of the field at
the close of the four days' strugele,

The war had already piled up the Na-
tional debt to the startling amonnt of
STRLNNL252.04, nnd the Sceretnry of the
Treasury annonueed that this was only
the beginning, for he needed the still
ineredible sum  of S800,500,701.22
for the ensuing year. This was far more
than all the gold and silver and State
bank-notes in the country at that time,
It was a very much larger amonnt than
uany country in the world, even the rich-
est Nution on the earth, had ever
templated spending upon military opera-
tions. The moneyed men natorally look-
ed askance, and tightened their parse-
strings against the appeal of the Secre-
tury. The Secretary of the Treasury
wanted to issne more paper money, but
this seemed inadvisable, sinee that al-
ready issued was deprecinting with such
rapidity.

On New Year's Day, 1863, the value of
the greenback was only GR9 eents, and
within a4 month it still further depre-
cinted to 623 cents, or less than two-
thirds of its face value, A man who had
$100 in gold in January, wanted $145.01
for it. In February he increased his de-
mand to $1G0.05.

Congress did sverything it eould to help
the Treasury out. It smthorized the Sec-
retary to borrow $400,000,000 for one and
two years at 5 per cent.,, amd reiterated
its pledge that both principal and inter-
est of the Londs should be paid in gold.
The bonds were intended to flont the pa-
per woney by being sold for them, and
thus boosting their value. Asx the paper
woney wias in February worth only 62.3
cents on the dollar, in gold, and the inter-
est on the bonds would be payable in
gold, this would make the interest on the
bonds amount to about 8 per cent,

Only $211,000,000 of the $400,000,000
authorized could be obtained, even at
these favorable rates, and on this sum
the Government paid on the loan, for an
average, say, of 18 months, $9,5206,145.86
in interest. The bonds, which were sold
virtually for G23 cents, eventually went
to par, and therefore the fortunate hold-
ers netted in addition to their interest,
STOMT.000 by the enhancement of the
value of their bonds, Consejuently, for
their loan of £211.000,000 face value, hut
of ¢ gold valuation of $183,503,000, they
received as follows:

Principal repaid .. .. ... .$5210,000,000,00

Increase in value ....,. e TOHTO00,00
Interest 8,5206,145.86

to
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Total, cuusvnseeenes S20T8,145.80

Therefore, they almost doubled their
mouney in less than two years, and turned
over their dollars in a suficiently lively
manner to satisfy any reasonable man.

It is worth while mentioning in this
connection that so closely did they cling
to these bonds, that in the funl settle-
ment there were only $40 ol the one-year
potes missing, and 100 of the two-year
notes, or $140 in all. The bonds bad mar-
velously escaped the usual destruetion by
fire, water, thieves, and other accidents
to which seeurities are linble.

March 3, Congress authorized another
loan for 17 years at 6 per cent. intorest,
hoping to induce the bond-holders into re-
laxing the stringency of the money mar-
ket. It was in vain, for thoagh $900,000,-
) of these bonds were authorized, but
$75,000,000 could be obtained, As these
wers sold like the others for greenbacks
which were worth less “than two-thirds
of their face value in gold, the $75,000,-
000 borrowed represented less than 850,-
000,000 actually loaned, making the inter-
est in gold about ¥ per cent. Upon the

T0,000,000, of less than $50,000,000 gold
value, borrowed at this time, the Covern-
ment paid $THS20,404.02 interesy beside
redeeming the honds at their gold value,
thereby giving the locky lenders, in all,
over $102,000,000 in addition to their
principal for their loan of less than $30,-
000,000,

In addition, Congress in its stress for
money went to the leogth of authorizing
an issne of $400,000,000 of compound in-
terest notes which paid 7 3-10 per cent. in
greenbacks, the interest to be compound-
ed every six months. Of these, $268 503,
440 were issued to run three years, upon
which the immense sum of $34,411 82282
interest was paid. On the brek of each
note was printed a little table slhiowing the
holder how much he would make Ly re-
taining it In Lis possession. For exam-
ple: Six months after issue a $10 note
was worth $10.30, but in 18 months it
was worth $10.92; and at the end of the
three years, $11.94. Many of these notes
were pald to the soldiers, many more to
the contractors, who, of course, treated
them us ordinary greenbacks, and prssed
them at onece out of thelr possession. They
were gathered up by the banks and other
mouneyed men, who gave common green-
backs in exchange fer them, and the
rapidly accruing interest all went intoe the,
hands of the money-lenders,

The capture of Vicksburg and the ds
feat of Lee at Getrysburg heartened up
the friends of ihe Union, so that o

August the greenback rose to 700 cents,
but the fearful battie of Chickamanga
and the failure of the Army of the Puto
mac to infliet a ernshing blow npou Les.
aguin «ent it down in Oectober and No-
vember, to 67.6 cents,  In spite of the
decisive victories pround Chattanoora,
the year 1802 cloged with the greenback
guoted at only GBZ2, nnd an average value
for the year of GRON cents.

Thus, while the solliers of the Union
who were lighting is battles and giving
all their time and strength nnstintedly to
the Government for the most meager
stipend,  the wmonoy-lepders had during
the year atinined a profit of handreds of
milions of in their operations
with the Government, amil drew
S1,000,000 zold ont
ueavily burdened tax-panyers of
prostrate conntry.

e
WHERE THE DIFFERENCE LTEB.

The Jacksouville (Fla)  Times-Union
throws a it over the Panama affair amd
goes on in this addle-pated way:

“The United States Government has
recognized Pannma as a de facto Govemn-
ment. * * . * The only change in the
telegram of the State Depsrtment to Vier
Consul Ehrman was made by substitnt
ing the words ‘Sonthern States' in tive
places for the words Republic of Panama,
awd the United States of Ameriea for o
Republic of Colombin, The vight of u
peop! and set up sovernment
W their own is recognized, I we do no
think there are many  intellizont  men
Novth or Senth who will hold that, ther
cirenmstances bheing the same, the vrin
ciple of secession 1= afTected by whetle
the name of the seevding section is spelled
S-on-t-h or P-a-n-n-m-a,

“The President has claimed to be hoth
Southern and Northern, and has shown
mnch pride in the fact that the blood of
the two sections flows in egual parts in
his veins. His Northern blood must, o
spine way, have escaped, for he i2 now
evidently n Southerner for the Sonthern
erd.  There are few Southern men who
would have asked for sueh o flnt-footed in-
dorsement of secession,

“But now, since the Sonth has enp-
tured the United States, we feel generons-
Iy inelined.  OF course, all histories will
hereafter make Davigs and Lee and John-
ston the patriots.  We have inssted that
they woere all the time, bt while the Pres-
ident Tias decided that Lineoln and Grant
and Sherman were wrong, we hope he
will not asperse their motives, They mpy
have thought they were right. We o
not blaime any Nr m man for the
part he took in the ecivil war, provided he
was not ivhuman, no matter how mis
gitided he may have been.”

dollars
nearly
of the
the almost

a week in

e gy el

Malarin and earthquakes have evidently
a bad effect upn the Florida intellect, pre-
venting it making distinetions which nre
excesling clear and healthy
minds,  In the first place, the Pannma
spcessionists had, nnlike the Southerners,
a very distinet, paluabile bill of grievances
siuffleient to juetify their action in the eyes
of the whole worll. They had been most
antrageonsly treated by the so-enlled Goy-
ernment at Bogota, which hnd milked the
Isthmians of every that could be
wring from them, and given nothing in re-
turn, promised nothing in retnrn.  Nearly
one century of the most injurions misgov-
ernment. had culminated in the Bogota
ring permitting its greed to block the way
to an improvement of incalculable benefit
to the Provinee of Panama. The people
of the Provinee were deliberately, selfish-
Iy and withont reason completely Jdispos-
sessed, and saerificed to the voraeity of
the little ring of politicians at Bogota, who
had accidental possession of the reins of
power, The people of Panama had stood
this sort of thing without a single Ineid
interval of decent Government ever since
they had become attached to Colombin,
Forbearanes had eeasad to be a virtoe.
They withdrew from all econnection with
the raseally Government, and the whole
vivilized world, without a dissenting voice,
approved of their action,

On the other hand, the States which
attempted to withdraw From the United
States had no plea that the civilized world
for a woment recognized ns just when they
fired on the old Flag and tried to set up
a new Government. They had no wrongs
to complain of at the hands of the Govern-
ment, which had always  treated them
more than justly, even generonsly,

They had themselves control of the Gov-
ernment during a large portion of it§ ex-
istence, Their object in bresking up the
[Mnion was, to quole the words of the Vice-
President of the Southern Confederacy,
“to establish an emplre of which human
slavery should be the corner-stone.”  This
was so abhorrent to the rising moral sense
of the whole world that it conld not seek
recognition and find commendation uny-
where. Even effete, stupid old Spain was
&0 waked up to the evils of slavery that
she wus on the point of abolishing it
within her own dominions. Outside of
Spain  in all Europe, evoryone viewed
slnvery, its continnance, and everything
pertaining to it, with liorror, as a relic of
a barburons, inexensable past,

In the fuce of all this, Jeff Davis, Bobh
Toombs, and their fellow-conspirators at-
tempted {o set ap n Government which
was in revolt agninst the enlightenment
of the 19th century. They sacrificed the
lives of 1,000,000 men to this insatiate Mo-
loch of ambition and human bondage.
Much as England and France desired the
dismemberment of the United Srates, amd
to break up this country into jurring frag-
ments, they could not get their own con-
sent nor would their people permit them
to recogiiize a Government the fundamen-
tal idea of which was so olnoxious to the
vonscience of every civilised man.

Possibly the use of some tonic would
clear the Times-Union's vision so that it
would be nble to see the events of the
day in the light of everyday common sense,

abvions to
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OGROVERE CLEVELAND'S ULTIMATUM.

As was expected, Ex-President Clevo-
laud has written a letter definitely taking
himself out of the race for unext year,
and snyiug so in words about which there
can be no mistake, The only surprise is
that this has come as soon as it has. No
well-informed man ever thought seriously
that Cleveland would be a candidate for
g third term, and understod that the
booming of his name was merely to coagu-
late the Democratic Party, 8o to speak,
and get it into shaps for the campaign,
aud to consider other nominations,
Whether this result has been accomplish-
ed up to this time Is very doubtful. The
Democratic Party is apparently some-
what nearer together than it was a few
months ago, but still nothing like so solid-
ified as to give hopes to its friends. No-
body has yet appeared who geems llable
to unite the whole party, and in behalf
of whom Mr, Cleveland might withdraw,
The nearest approach to it is Senator
Gormnn, but if the convention were held
to-morrow, he would have to win over
nenrly half of the Democratic Party be-
fore hisn mnomination could iLe nassured.
There Is a revival of talk about Jud
Parker and Ex-Becretary Oloey, but the
talk is not infections, and no spread Is
visible. It seems to be confined to onl
a portion of those who were original mf:
vocutes of those gentlemen.

Is THE mexi step to be reciprocity and
a reduction of the duty on Panama hats?

Ir MONEY really tal edlwwthﬁnu—
nry Departiment would drown the on

Capitol Hill.

Wils Holcomb and His Squad in serciles:
bands—a Tra.edy in Slgow of Our Plcsets.

“1 hiad been;so worn out by the strains
of the day and night before that my dalied
seines could not for a wiile take in thai
we had been ¢aplared in sight of Atlanta,
and I might say within our own lines. |
<l up aud stared stopid.y aronnd—ar the
vebel Captain who sull held his pisio,
within two joches of twy head; at e
iwen stauding about with their guns leveled
at Larry, wie and the bDoys; nu the binnk
error of the boys, who curned their ey
Wil dinmily, anXwas appenl towald e
sl the sun shinng on tie brown leaves o
e ouks, even ot a sqirrel frisking wiones
thg vranciies with us cheeks potiched ou
with beech-uats to iny away tor the Win
were Be siwopped for o moment o look
Wl us with a seeling of wonder at wiha
S0 wany men were doing there, nnd e
INRLY paying any atteauon to oo,
lwoked around tor ey gon. It was o th
watids 02 g fhort, chuboy feliow, evidentis
e Orderly-Sergeant of the colnpuny, o
wore three chevrons and a dimmon
inaile ol lnwyer's red tape, badly fadea
while he kept bis ey on s Unplain au
wib. us, he was stenbdng a glinee at ta
soideriol new gun,

*astop gawking oroond eand
vank!” smid the rebel Capt
e tgnin, this thne on the
iy aud et me ook yo' over!

1 roge stiffly to wy teer and faced th
Captain.  lustantly 1 saw that be was
man from whom 1 must expeet the wors

“He wias one of those eonrde-fibeeed
low-nntured fellows who, when ey butye
the power, are brotal beehose that is then
way of showing off. e was a tail, riw
bomsl man, with long, coarse, samdy D
cowried belind his ears, and a gopt-lik
mieh of the same on his chin,  He ba
snitll, squinting,, gray exyes, and a shark
Jke month, from the corners of which o
vacco-julce trickled. It was the face of &
condy and bully, or such @ face ns w
often saw in vur army in the cary perio
of the war., Most of them dispppenred
after the first baltle, bowever, thy e
maining Leing worn by hoss wigon-inas
Lers,

“1 noticed pow that my lolster was
empty, and that it was with wy own pis-
1ol tliat he Was covering me.

*VWell, yo' blue-belined Yankee, where
are yo' from. and who ure yo'? he de
mandid,

1 oam Sergeaut Wilson Holeomb, of
Co. A, 20001 Ingdisnn Velunteer Infaptry.,
and a darn sizht better man than you fire’

“1 hand secn nt onee that thers was no
ecartily use in belng civil, berjdes 1 was
mad enough at being eaptured that way
Lo say anything.

**That's a le. I'm a better man than
any blasted Yankee thot ever lived. Yo'r
from Injianny, yo' =ay? Injlanny was
sottled by hoss-thigves and eounterfeiters,
amd their seed is Wossen they are'

“UALL the mican, men in Indiana come
from the South,’ 1 answered, ‘and the
meanest are from Georgin,  They learn
all their meangesa down South,  The In-
dinna Pevitentary Is so [ull of Georginns
that they sre balgipr out of the windows,”

“The Captin’s_ clay-coloréd Tues got
[iirly blue, hé was so angry. e raised
lids fist as if he would Koock e down,
but saw from tlie way 1 squared off at Lim
that I would be oply too glad to play a
hand with him at that game. e turoed
it off by looking atound to enrse one of
his Sergeants for not going on tying be-
hind them the iumrl_a of the boys.

“*“What in blazes iz the matter with
you, Braner, you sncaking jay-heeled sand-
hiller," he yelled with a torrent of onths,
“‘What areé you,loifing aronnd nbaut? Half
o' 'em will get, away from yo' first thing
¥0' know." Then his sluggzish wind had
another thought, and le turned fariously
upon me, thrusting the revolver into my
face snd saying—

“Burrender, yon white-livered Yankee
whelp!'

“I saw his purpose at once,, It was to
murder me under the pretext of inforeing
my surrender. T imniediately dropped my
hands.

“*You rotten fool,' said I, ‘yon kpow
very well'1 have surrendered. What can
I do without my arins? Yon Have them
in your hands.”

“*“Whar've yo' been? How did yo'
come here? he roared, with his pistol still
at my head. ‘Yo've been snenking for
days and nights through our camps, You
are n spy! I orter hang yo' for a spy."

“cWhat nonsense! I am a regolar sol-
dier. Yon know that very well. I am in
full uniform, and I have been on regular
militnry duty.’

“ Yo' done stole our countersign amd
sneaked through our eamps of nights,” he
shouted. “That mankes yo' a spy—the wuss
kind o' a spy. Briles, mnke nooses in n
couple of picket ropes and throw "em over
the limbs of them beeches thar. 1'll hang
hoth of these Yankee hounds.'

“UIf you want to be a murderer you
can make any old excuse,’ T sald resolute-
ly. *‘You know very well that we are not
spies, Dut regular soldiers. If you dare
to hang us, it will cost yon very dearly.
Billy Blherman will hang five for your ane,
and your own top-knot will go if our folks
ever Iny hands on you. Our going out of
eamp was well known at headgnarters,
and where we were going, They probably
know all about you, and what yon have
done, so yon had lLietter linve a eure for
your own sealp. If Billy Sherman should
make n eall on your own headquarters for
you, you woull he n goner. They would
only be too glad to get rid of you.'

“This was a random sghot, but It struck
the bull’s-eye. 1 rensoned that a man of
hix character would be likely to be in
trouble with his superiors, and pretty cer-
tain to be made n scapegoat if a scape-
goat were required.

“‘If you dare to treat us,” I continued,
‘as anything but prisoners of war, it will
be a sorry day for you. I don't think you
are in any shape to bring down nuny wore
on your head than you have now to an-
swer for.'

“Hia countenance changed. Ila hesl-
tated and finally ordered:

*“ ‘Yo' two go over and set down under
them beechea thar, till I can git ready to
attend to yo'."

“Thera was nothing to do but obey, and
we did so, SBriles, the Sergeant, had
obeyed his orders. with devillsh alacrity,
and had two j5gs wwinging over the
limbs of the Ipdechibs, at the roots of

afld I'took our seats,
ow, the dirty rebel wind-
bag,’ Larry t9 me as we sat down.
‘He won't daré us. How the divil
does such a vile --pI?. be holdiug a
commission in afy grmy?

“'He Is liobls to do annhinﬁ,' 1 said.
“He is out herg by himself in independent
command, and’ thivks he 14 the blsreut
man lm tlﬂ? rebé Tmr. fnnt r Eém &au;
to give him &”pléce of my mind,
stretch for It the next minute,

“‘Oim wid Yo I boy,’ sald Larry.
‘Yo lald It Into him In great shape.
ahead and give him some more. Don't
mojod me, nor’ mlljce matters on my ac-
conn

s

b

Eet  up
Kickis.
ol

am most afraid for the boys,’ I re-
plied. ‘I am afraid wo have got them into
a fearful tcrapol'

“All:‘td we ins daodnnr:" own S!Lm-s.l you
molght say,’ groan ry. ‘See, t h
our lcket.z right over tller:!' gl

"{;Lw:ul aet:io’u the vallgt in froutldor
us @ istingtly saw our try videt
mnun.walki{omﬂgmn @ opening.
He was walking Jeisurely pp and do:'ﬁ.

lly atop| o

on a
stump, a8 ookout all the

ping
Lud} the country ip front,
without suspicion oF tha preseics of 1
rebel u;alrr in the clump of

ing poasiile, 1nd he Wae teudy
%&%s a Foedsivmally ¢

alarply at

i ot B et

ek agy
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movement there. He was slmost within
somd of pur voices, even, but that would
s e goosd.  Belénd him rose a thin
Hmmn of smoke indicatiog where the
cst of the post were =itting around a fire
aending their elothes, playiug cards, or
ngaged in some other pastime. There
vere only four or five of them, iﬂ"lh-'lhl."-
nd even if we could yell so 28 to make

hem bear, it would do no good, for wao |

could all be murdered before they conld
ench us, and they wonll probably be
mnghtered in the fight with sueh superior
HEH T

“Wlnt affected me most was the domb

iF the hoys 43 the Captain waiked

all of whom he knew personally, and
showered on them the founlest abuse that
ever fell from a lowdown Georgian's lips,
which is saying a great deal, for I have
have known a great many dock loafers
and steamboat rousiaboute, but I never
knew one that eonld think aud say as
fon! things ns a Georgia poor white can.
**1 done tell yo' agin, I'm a-gwin> to
hang every last one o' yo' afore I leave
this heah spot,” he sauid. ‘I know yo-all
Yo-all've bin trrin’ to git over to the
Yankees for a yeah past. Yo-all've bin
traitors at heart, an" desarved to die long
ago. If T don't hang yo-all yo-all'll find a
way to jine the Yankees, sooner or later,
tan I'd better finish up the job now, while
I've done got yo', an', my mind's made
fup. It'N be a lesson to yer kinfolks, that’s
| jest ns big traitors as yo-all air, what to
expect, if they-all don’t mend their evil
wiys. Fhar hain’t a sound, true man in
ver whiole connection. 8o, jest prepars
[m die ter-wunst.'

“The boys simply looked at him with
Wlank, wondering eves. and then ot me, as
if expecting me to save them in somse
way. [ conld not bear to meet their gaze,
but looked over at our piekets, w' 5 had
{ now nll come out into the open, snd were
lwtudging the elump of eedars, pod sor-

Vo

“Mp YOU WAXNT TO BE A MURDERER, YOU CAN MAKE ANY OLD EXCUSE,” I SAID
RESOLUTELY."

down among them, kicking, cursing, and
striking. They were as dumb sheep be-
“ore the buteher. The appeal in their eyes
tarned piteously on me hurt me far worse
than anything in my own situntion or that
of Larry. 1 had seemed to them so strong
and ready when 1 was leading them
thirongh the rebel camps, but now I was
powerless to do the least thing for them.

“It was the relel Captain’s day of
might and glory, and he wns making the
wmost of it. He had pever bhefore hald so
many men under his complate power, and
was fairly reveling in his opportunity. He
wonld do that whieh woonld impress his
own eompony and Gll his little world with
his fame us a man of iron will and terri-
ble purpose,

**I'm asgwine to hang every last one of
yo' as desorters from  the Confederate
army,” he annoupced with a stream  of
oaths, ‘an’ 'l hang these two Yankees for
spies.  All of yer git rendy to die, for
yo'll never see another sun rise”

“He enme back roaring to where Larry
and I sat under the shndow of the nooses
at the foot of the beeches, and then walk-
] over to the edge of the eedars, took a
look at the Union picket, and swore at
him savagely.

*If hit warn't for that swamp down
thar I'd lops over thar aml take in that
Hine-bneked son of a Yankee tin-peddier,”
snid he wrathfuliy. °‘1'd like to gather
him in to add to my pile this mornin.'

“iGo “wan nnd try it said Larry de-
risively, *Oid loike to see ye. The swamp
needn’t bother ve at all. There's worse
than that kapes ye back. He would shoot
your ribil head off before ye got within
300 wards of him . Ye're afrald to tackle
him in the open, or any ither Yank that's
got n gun in his hands."

“*How far will this yer gun earry,
Yank? asked the Captain, turning sud-
denly and tnking my Spencer from the
hands of his Orderly-Sergeant.

“oJtade the sights yourself, if yer can,
ye ignerant spalpeen,’ said Lorry, ‘I mis-
doubt, though, If you know B from a bull's
fut. I'll not tell ye. O'lm not peddlin’
information to the rebels now.'

“*Hit's marked up to 1,006} yards, Cap-
tain,’ said the Orderly-Sergeant, pointing
to the sight. ‘Yo' kin see thar.’

““Let's see: I reckon it's jest "hout GO0
yards over whar that thar Yankee is
standin’. Put up the sight to 600 yards,
an' hand me back the gun.' :

“The Sergeant took the curbine, ad-
justed the sight, and handed it back to
the Captain. The Iatter took a rest
against a young black oak, nimed carefnlly,
and pulled the trigger. Someliow, wicked
ns the Captain’s intentlons were, [ could
not believe that the picket stood in mnch
danger, but I watched him with interest.
Ha started a little, and looked off to the
right, as if he heard the bullet ecutting
throngh the brush there. Then he looked
over to where the smoke was curling up,
hrought his musket to his shoulder, and
fired. The white smoke puffed out in
rings, aa if some glgantic lily had sud-
deuly blossomed from the stump by which
he wns standing. The bullet sang so
close to the Captain that he instinetivel
Jumped behind the black-onk, and the bul-
let flattened itself agaiust the tough beech,
Just above Larry's head.

“‘Ha-ha, whit'd Ol tell ye? laughed
Larry, brushing the dust from his eyes.
‘That’'s a fellow to lave nlone. He can
outshoot ye ivvery day in the wake, and
lay off on Sunday. Ye've got no busi-
ness wid the loikes of lim.'

* ‘Gol-blast him,' snorted the Captain,
changing his position to a larger tree.
nearer the edge, ‘he came moughty uear
hittin’ me. I'll fetch him for that.’

“He took a long, careful aim, and fired
again. The picket was down behind the
stump by this time, and alinost instantly
replied. He had evidently aimed at the
tongue of fire from the carbine, for there
was o ptreak of red anlong the Captain's
cheek. as be rushed back into better ouv-
of. He had need to, for the videt's com-
rades had snatched up their muskets, to
help him out, and were firing searching
ahots, with gool, deliberate aim, at where
they maw the smoke,

“‘Hurrah for the old Springfield,’ I
unm cut. ‘“The Spencers may shoot often-
ar, but give me the good nﬁl Springfield
for long-distance work, Captain, what
do you of Yauke¢e marksmen now?
You reem o have waked up the wrong
customer.,’

“The Captain swore savagely at us that
if we did not keep our heads shut he would
come back there and break them. His
tomper had not been improved by the oe-
ourfence.

“For a m/meunt it looked as if he would

8 company and make a hasty re-
treat m that deugerons neighborhod.
The p only § a few shots, how-
aver, stopping ae soom ns they saw no

were coming from that direction.
?ﬁ videt maintajnsd his cover behind the
¢

with his Em ted
the Captain

I

shot.

whole lundscape for further
signs of the rebels, There were five of
them, apparently all that were on post
at that place, and they secmed to come to
the conclusion that the shots had been
fired by some bushwhacker or scont, mere-
Iy for the purpose of annoying them, for
presently four went back to the fire, leav-
ing one on videt again.

“It was heartrending o have our men
0 pear, and yet so powerless to help

Vi -J‘i!l;.: the

15,

“The Captain wslked off a few steps,
and held a whispered eonsultation with
another shock-headed villnin, who seemed
to be his Lientenant.

“He eame back and sgain walked down
among the boys, cursing as wickedly as
bwfure, reminding them that there could
e no deubt of their guilt, az they were
taken in the eompany of two Yankees,
and within n few yards of the Yaunkee
lines, to which they were unguestionably
koing. They could not deny that they
werse, !

“I could see pluinly that, whatever vil-
lning he really had in wmind, he was en-
joying the terror that he was execiling en-
tirely too much to be in a burry about
putting it in execution. He reveled in
the cruclty and the sensation of power
over us. He was playing with us as a
ent with a mouse, The spectacle of 17T
men, all in tense expectation of death at
his hands, was too sweet a tribute to his
power to be ended too suddenly. He walk-
ed away, and looked at us all with a
fierce, gloating gaze, and then held an-
other consultation with hiz Lieutenant,

“*Arter tulkin'® with Lieut. Claystone
heah,” he suid, pansing for a minute to
enjoy the sickening eagerness with which
the boys awnited his next word, ‘I've con-
cluded that the same good’ll he got by
hanging' only two of yo-nil, as n lesson
to the rest. The Confederncy needs men
mouty badly now, an’ though yo-all wou't
be mneh account, yo'll be some, I orter
to hang every mother's son of yo-all, an’
I would, as freely as I'd eat my supper,
if hit warn't for his beggin' for yo-all for
the army."

“Agnin he stopped for a long time, to
enjoy the tearing suspense with which ev-
erybody waited for his next words,

“‘I've done concluded,’ he continued,
drawing a greasy pack of cards from his
pocket, ‘to let yo-all deaw eunts for yer
lives. Hit's n leap better'n yo' desarve,
for yo-all'll huve a chance fer yer lives.
Serg't Briles'll pass down the line an’ deal
each on yo-all a keard. The fust two that
gits jacks ['ll hang. The balance o' yo-all
I'll put into the rijimint as reernits. If
¥0' do yer duty thar yo'll be all right, If
Yo-ull don't yo'll be shot down like sheep-
killin® dogs.  Yo-all orter to bs mouty
grateful that I'm so merciful. [Tit's a
thousand times better'n yo-all desarve, an’
that I expected to do. Serg't Briles, take
these keards over to them Yankeeg an' let
"emi cut "em so' to insure fa'r play. I want
nothin® but fa'r play.’

“*Take thim away! Go away with yer
divvil's pieture books! yelled Larry with
liorror, as the cards were presented to
him, *Of wonldn't toueh thim with a 10-
foot le! Take thim awany, O say!

“Go off, said I scomfully, ns Serg't
Briles shoved them at me, ‘I'm not going
to be an accomplice In a cold-blooded mur-
der, Captain, if you tonch a hair of those
boys' heads, you'll roast for it. I'm going
to live long enough to see that you do.’

“‘I'll ehance the roastin’,’ sneered the
Captain, ‘I've bin threatensd by Yankees
an’ Tories too often to be & mite skeered.
Serg't Briles, bring the keards heah. [I'll
shuffle an’ cut 'em, s0's to insore a Ta'r
deal. Korms and Grimes, yo' fall outen
the line. Yo' needn’t take keards.
Though yo' desarve Lit as much as tlie
rest, yo'r a _sort o' kin o wmine, an’ I'll
spare yo'. Fall outen line.” .-

“*I'm a-gwine to stay right whar I am,’
doggedly replied one of the hoys spoken
to, & quiet, ruddy-faced boy. ‘Don't ask
no favors from you, Mister Cornsmut,
I'm a-gwine to take my chances with the
balance."

“Me too, said the other boy. a tow-
lead, just pussiog bis 10th year. ‘I'm no
better'n the rest. I jined the boys to stay
with "em. Yo' can’t mnke hueckleberries
o' one, an’ persimmons o t'other, Lije
Cornsmut.”

“My heart stopped beating ns Serg't
RBriles walked slowly down  the line
clumsily peeling one eard after another
from the greasy pack for the men. The
boys® bands were tied behind them so
that they coull not take the card: there-
fore, a3 Briles tnumbed o card off, he
would stivk it, face outward, in the hreast
of ench. We conld see the result. 1 had
been long enough with the boys to hegin
to have my favorites, aml my first reliof
came from seeing the 10-spot of dinmonds
stuck in the bosom of a bright, fair-haired
boy, the youngest of the lot, whom I had
some compunctions for taking from bhis
mother, though I knew if I diln't take
bim ghe rebels would, and be woull be

& gpu in their army. Four other
ow cards a on the breast of the
next boys, and then a face-card showed on
that of a handsome, manly , whom

Ihadt I would make & eant,

He looked down at it calmiy, At first it
seemed a jack. -

**No, it's a king,” said Larry, ‘It ain’
got any legs.' -

*Four more low eards came out, but
nenr the center of the line two face cards
showed up together,

_ "'My God!" said Larry, ‘They're both
jacks. I can sce their legs from here,

“The two who had deawn the fatal hil-
leta were heavy, overgrown, rather dull-
faced boys, who looked stupidly at the two
jucks, at Priles, as he took them ngain
from their breasts to show themn and ine
dieate theic fate. The rest of the boys
shivered with horror, but the two doomed
ones hardly changed a feature,

“*Step out thar one pace,” eommanded
the Captain, and they moved heavily for-
wanl.

“The fair-haired boy at the right began
crying, the first tear whieh he had shed,
and the rest looked anutterably sorrowful.

“*Take ‘em over to the trees,” com-
manded the Captain briefly, and the Ser-
geant wulked the boys over to where the
nooses were dangling, and threw them
over their heads,

“Mnany of the rebel company who had
that hunger to be in at the killing which
charncterizes the poor whites of the Souath,
clustersd around the trees and began help-
ing to adjust the noosez. Two of them
climbed up into the branchea to be of
greater assistance. This made qnite a
commotion among the limbs, of which the
quick eye of the Union picket avidently
took motice, for I saw some more blue-
clad men beginning to appeur alongside
of him, and presently a skirmish line de-
ployed from: the edge of the timber, and
started down the farther slope. Larry
had not noticed it, and I touched him can-
tiously with my foot 80 as not 1o attract
the sattention of the rebel Captain, If I
could only deiay the munder a few minutes,
I might prevent it

*‘Say, Captain,” I yolled, ‘it’s n beastly
murder. but certainly you're going to give
those men time to say a prayer, or do
something else.”

“It waz unavailing. The men of tha
company had got the seent of blood in
their nostrile, and were too cager to hara
the hanging go on to stop for any such
consideration, and the Captain yelled back
4t me:

“:Sher np yo' liead, Yank. and tend
to yer own business, Pravin® has heen
done away with till the end of this "ers
war. You'd better be prayin® your own-
self. Yo'll have to go next. Thar. men,
put the ropes over mearer the eroteh, so's
the limbs won't break. Tlhree or four o'
yvo' git hold of the end of each rope, so's
to baul away sharp when I drop my hand.
Arter yo've gol "em up a yard or so. wrap
the ends of the ropes round the bntts of
the trees, and we'll leave "em thar for the
crows and buzzards, an' as a4 warnin® to
their kin-folks and the other black-hearted
Tories.” P

*“I had mad thoughts of mshing at the
Captain, and Larry at the Lieutenant, and
engaging in a hand-to-hand fight to delur
the proceedings undl the company, which
was advanciog with aggravating slowness
dawn the slope of the hill, eonld reach us.
But it seemed absolute folly for ns twao
with our bare hands to attack a company
of 40 or 50, all of whom were-now tigez-
ishly interested in the awfol work.
“*Well, good-by, boys,” said the twn
doomed ones as the nocses wers drawn up
aronnd thelr neecks. Their dull, animal-
like stolidity in the face of death was
most tonching. Tarry and T could not
stand it, and we sprang to onr feet, wild
with excitement, but Lient. Claystone and
the Orderly-Sergeant grinned wickedly at
ng with our own earbines cocked and paint-
ed within a few inches of our heads.
turned away to look at the onenming eom-
pany, and when T looked hack the bodies
of the two boys were swinging in the air,
a yard from the ground.

“*See, Captain! the Yanks are coming.”
exelaimed one of the men who had hap-
pened to tnen his eyes from the ahsorbing
spectacle and noticed the appronch of the
skirmish line.

“ ‘8o they'uns air.’ said the Captain
with an oath. ‘Mount yoor eritters. Git
ont o' here, Lieut. Clagstone. feteh them
Yanks along in o horry, or shoot *em if
they give yon any tronhle. Mount'—evy-
eryhody! Git down thar to the right!™

“The next moment we were all rush-
ing away into the valley, and far from the
reach of onr people.”

(To be continued.)

000D WORK BEY THE PENSION EUREAU.

The eonsolidated number of eertificates
issned for the months of Jaly, Aungust,
September and Oetober of this year show
the very agreeable total of 48098, The
number of ecertificates issned for the cor-
responding period of last year was 36.-
402, 'This shows that for the four months
named the work of the Pension Burean
has been increased 33 per cent. over
amount done in the same time last year.

A still better comparison is with the
corresportding period for 1901, which was
the Inst year of Commissionsr Evans's ad-
ministration. For the founr months named
of that yenr the total number of certifi-
ecates jssued was 31,G6135. This was the
best year of Evans’s administration, and
the best part of that year. It was the
best work that had been done in the Pen-
sivn Bureau for 10 years previous. Yet
the work for the same period of this year
excecds that of Evans’s best four months
by 16,483, or about 53 per eenf This is
A most impressive exhibit of the increased
efliciency of the working force of the Bu-
rean, and of the strong dispesition of the
Commissioner to execute the pension laws.

Quite as significant is fhe fact that this
result has not been secured by any pres-
snre npon the working force. or other ah-
normal stimulns. It has been obtained by
the regular working of the official fores

muder the great improvement in the man-
agement and discipline of the offiee, us well
a5 by the greater liberality on the part of
the Commissioner. Mr. Evans's methods
of managing the office were as unfortunate
in econception ns nll other matters con-
nected with the pension system. His ways
were nagging, faultfinding, and abusive,
which were not calculated to bring out the
best services of these under him. This
method has bheen replaced by a well-or-
dered, firmly administered system which
brings all the different divisions into har-
monious action, and secures, without pres-
stire upon anyone, a greater output by the
whole. Mr. Evans's excuse for the small-
ness of the work accomplished was that
he was denling with the aggregation of dif-
fienlt cases, which he had inherited fedm
his predecessors. The emptiness of this
pretext is now apparent, because his sue-
cessor inherited “all the snags,” the ad-
judication of which Evans had shoved over
for the fulure.

table to Commissioner Ware's administra-
tion.

Ax effort is belng made in England to in-
troduce the yerba-mate, ns a substitute for
ten and coffee, particularly tem, of which
the British are enormous consumers.
Yerba-mate is otherwise known as Para-
guay tea, and i= in universal use in Par-
aguay and Argentine, where it takes the
place among working men of the beer,
wine, liquors, tea and coffee used i Bu-
rope. It is best drunk as a hot infusion
through a metal tube, but it is also used
in the same way as tea and coffee with
milk and sugar, though most people prefer
it without these additions. It has a stim-
ulating and sustaining power ewen supe-
rior to that of tea and coffee, without any
of the ill effects alleged to follow their
use. All the British medieal journals
recommend it as a substitute for tea and
coffee, and still more decidedly as a sub-
stitute for beer and spirita. It is wvery
much cheaper than either tea or coffee. It
is said that the working men in South
America are able to accomplish enormous
tasks on this alone. It is at first very bit-
:;t. but. people readily become accustomed

The showing is in every way quite credi- —




